
English 

We believe English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects which will enable our children to 
shape their futures and to participate fully as members of society.  

Reading 

Reading – in its fullest form - is a fundamental life skill that we want to equip our children with to ensure that they 
succeed in life. Equally, reading for pleasure is the entitlement of every child, so we endeavour to foster our readers’ desire 
and engagement. 

Engaging books are offered to our children to entice, excite and challenge – we want to instil a love of reading in and 
out of the classroom through the: 

 class texts during English lessons 
 picture books for whole school combined curriculum focus weeks 
 phonics-based books (Nursery: Dandelions; Reception and KS1: Rising Stars Rocket Phonics) 
 ability book-banded books which offer a breadth of reading through a variety of schemes 
 class libraries that are well-stocked with age-related recommendations 
 school library which is our inviting space that is open daily and run by our Pupil Librarians 
 Royal Shakespeare Associate School Programme that allows regular whole school learning of Shakespeare’s plays  
 book sharing opportunities on Seabridge Radio and with Buddy classes 
 Story Time 

 

Quality texts are shared and read with our children providing them with access to rich and ambitious vocabulary to 
allow their expressive language to flourish.  Additionally, reading teaching deepens the children’s understanding as 
high order question types are incorporated into planning and are given the time to be explored and discussed using the 
co-operative pedagogy. 

We read actively and interactively to allow our readers to build meaning through the interplay of the details, and to 
maintain motivation and positive behaviours. The regular whole-school texts and exploration of Shakespearean plays 
through Rehearsal Room pedagogies provides opportunities for our children to embed their learning into long term 
memory. It also instils an appreciation of human creativity and achievement whilst also providing opportunities to 
apply reading skills across a wide breadth of reading contexts. 

Exposure to wide ranging vocabulary is key. We ensure that our children are given opportunity to practise, rehearse 
and refine to build upon prior knowledge; they are encouraged to seek, explore and discuss links across the curriculum 
and between texts, themes and concepts to support and consolidate understanding. Additionally, language is linked 
across a range of contexts and explored at how this affects meaning, for example: ‘source’ as referred to in history, 
geography and science. 



Our children leave Seabridge as competent readers who have been exposed to a wide range of authors, genres and 
complexity of texts. They are able to make informed choices about the texts they read both for purpose and enjoyment 
and as a result apply their skills across the curriculum and wider experiences.  

We want our children to achieve and reading is key to unlocking their successes. 

 

Writing 

At Seabridge, our children are encouraged to become authors and poets, crafting their style as a result of the wide 
ranging reading opportunities provided. They become increasingly adept at writing in a variety of both narrative and 
non-narrative genres and articulate effectively across a range of contexts, be that Shakespeare, war poetry, fairy tales 
and modern fiction.  

The high quality writing is achieved as a result of immersion through a variety of stimuli including carefully selected 
texts, film clips, experiences, picture books and drama.  

At Seabridge, we encourage our children to transcribe fluently to compose pieces that are sophisticated and 
intentional, with a sense of purpose that makes their reader engage and enjoy their writing. In order for them to 
achieve this, we explicitly teach the skills, including grammar and punctuation, to enable them to develop an excellent 
knowledge of writing techniques required to write across a range of genres and subjects; we also promote the 
confidence to explore and use new vocabulary.  

A love of writing and appreciation of its educational, cultural and entertainment values define the characteristics of our 
children as writers. 

 

 


